
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 8,538,775 8,538,775 8,538,775

DCA large 2011 9,065,369 9,065,369 9,065,369

DCA large 2012 9,302,152 9,302,152 9,302,152

DCA large 2013 9,851,786 9,851,786 9,851,786

DCA large 2014 9,875,781 9,875,781 9,875,781

DCA large 2015 10,998,423 10,998,423 10,998,423

DCA large 2016 11,476,058 11,476,058 11,476,058

DCA large 2017 11,476,739 11,476,739 11,476,739

DCA large 2018e 11,457,536 11,480,256 11,312,970

DCA large 2019 11,595,233 11,620,790 10,948,215

DCA large 2020 12,047,243 12,047,243 11,472,617

DCA large 2021 12,644,535 12,644,535 12,233,637

DCA large 2022 13,190,380 13,190,380 12,895,673

DCA large 2023 13,696,382 13,696,382 13,494,543

DCA large 2024 14,054,842 14,054,842 13,941,917

DCA large 2025 14,332,806 14,332,806 14,327,965

DCA large 2026 14,576,278 14,576,278 14,576,278

DCA large 2027 14,791,359 14,791,359 14,791,359

DCA large 2028 14,986,091 14,986,091 14,986,091

DCA large 2029 15,165,504 15,165,504 15,165,504

DCA large 2030 15,332,759 15,332,759 15,332,759

DCA large 2031 15,489,068 15,489,068 15,489,068

DCA large 2032 15,639,139 15,639,139 15,639,139

DCA large 2033 15,784,186 15,784,186 15,784,186

DCA large 2034 15,925,535 15,925,535 15,925,535

DCA large 2035 16,063,837 16,063,837 16,063,837

DCA large 2036 16,199,123 16,199,123 16,199,123

DCA large 2037 16,333,699 16,333,699 16,333,699

DCA large 2038 16,466,036 16,466,036 16,466,036

DCA large 2039 16,597,340 16,597,340 16,597,340

DCA large 2040 16,728,974 16,728,974 16,728,974

DCA large 2041 16,858,716 16,858,716 16,858,716

DCA large 2042 16,988,504 16,988,504 16,988,504

DCA large 2043 17,117,676 17,117,676 17,117,676

DCA large 2044 17,245,746 17,245,746 17,245,746

DCA large 2045 17,372,994 17,372,994 17,372,994

2018 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DCA large 2010 270,260 270,260 270,260

DCA large 2011 284,799 284,799 284,799

DCA large 2012 287,866 287,866 287,866

DCA large 2013 295,436 295,436 295,436

DCA large 2014 286,967 286,967 286,967

DCA large 2015 296,250 296,250 296,250

DCA large 2016 299,899 299,899 299,899

DCA large 2017 298,125 298,125 298,125

DCA large 2018 297,535 298,125 293,781

DCA large 2019 298,808 299,467 282,134

DCA large 2020 302,560 302,560 288,129

DCA large 2021 307,176 307,176 297,194

DCA large 2022 307,209 307,209 300,345

DCA large 2023 307,242 307,242 302,714

DCA large 2024 307,275 307,275 304,806

DCA large 2025 307,309 307,309 307,205

DCA large 2026 307,343 307,343 307,343

DCA large 2027 307,378 307,378 307,378

DCA large 2028 307,413 307,413 307,413

DCA large 2029 307,448 307,448 307,448

DCA large 2030 307,484 307,484 307,484

DCA large 2031 307,520 307,520 307,520

DCA large 2032 307,557 307,557 307,557

DCA large 2033 307,594 307,594 307,594

DCA large 2034 307,632 307,632 307,632

DCA large 2035 307,670 307,670 307,670

DCA large 2036 307,708 307,708 307,708

DCA large 2037 307,747 307,747 307,747

DCA large 2038 307,786 307,786 307,786

DCA large 2039 307,826 307,826 307,826

DCA large 2040 307,866 307,866 307,866

DCA large 2041 307,906 307,906 307,906

DCA large 2042 307,946 307,946 307,946

DCA large 2043 307,987 307,987 307,987

DCA large 2044 308,028 308,028 308,028

DCA large 2045 308,070 308,070 308,070

2018 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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